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Do you want to sell your soul? Are you interested in buying someone’s soul? If so, the story of The Fisherman and his Soul is the best choice for you.

The above story is included in the book, the Young King and other stories, stories were written by Oscar Wilde, one of the well-known writers, playwrights and poets in the 19th Century. The writer was good at writing fairy tales; the most famous one is the Happy Prince, a sad but touching story. It has been translated into different languages; people around the world enjoy his stories immensely.

The story, the Fisherman and his Soul is about a young fisherman who was in love with a mermaid. He could not stop his love for the mermaid. He proposed to the mermaid. He wanted to jump into the sea and marry her. However, the mermaid said that the fisherman had a soul and she was not allowed to marry any creature with a soul. It was because people in the sea did not have souls. She asked the fisherman to send away his soul, so she could marry him. 

With the promise from the beloved one, the fisherman was overjoyed. He set off to sell his soul. He walked the streets day by day, but no one needed his soul. Finally, he met a witch, she told him the way to send away his soul. The young man was extremely happy and he really sent his soul away, despite the cries from his soul. Then he ran to the shore and jumped into the sea to live with his dearest mermaid.  

The soul still went to the shore to meet the fisherman once every year. Whenever he called the fisherman, the young man would come to see it. Every year, the soul taught the man to do some evil things like murder and steal. This was because the fisherman had sent away his soul without his heart. Therefore, the soul did not have a heart. It did not understand what was right or what was wrong. The soul and the fisherman wandered further away from the sea every year. The last journey of the fisherman was a very long one. At last, when he went back to the shore, he could not find his mermaid. There was a great storm. He cried out loudly but the little mermaid did not show up. Finally, he found his mermaid lying on the shore. She was dead there. He was heartbroken and he immediately died too.  

The story is written in simple English. It is not difficult for secondary students. I love the book because stories from the book are not very long. You are able to finish one story even when you are waiting for a bus at the bus stop. The setting of the stories is not complicated. Readers can understand it easily. I recommend the book for all of you. Finally, here are some famous lines I would like to share with you. “Love is better than wisdom; Love is worth more than riches.”     













~~By Miss Chan Yin Mui














23rd October 2004
